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IT’S YOUR COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Where every dream matters…..and every gift counts.
Twenty years ago a Community Foundation was born.

It was a dedicated and visionary group of caring islanders who created the 
San Juan Island Community Foundation in July 1994.  That founding board, 
comprised of Cathy Cavanagh, Bill Weissinger, Dan Selak, Verne Howard, 
Carol Marble and Rob McGregor, accepted the initial $100,000 challenge 
grant from David and Catherine Eaton Skinner and set the stage for all that 
the Foundation was to be – and what it has since become.

In those 20 years the Foundation has:  

Helped to design & build our new hospital.•	

Procured major funding for the School District when it experienced a •	
critical budget shortfall.

Helped over 60 local nonprofits -- like the Food Bank, Family Resource •	
Center, EMT Association, Hospice of San Juan, etc. --  create and 
maintain critical community programs.

Assisted hundreds of local donors in evaluating community projects and •	
provide ongoing management of their gifts.

Grown from its initial $100,000 to over $7,000,000 in philanthropic •	
resources.

Built a scholarship program with annual awards now exceeding •	
$140,000. 

Grown from annual grants of $10,000 to over $3,500,000.•	

Built a legacy program that helps local citizens plan and manage their •	
charitable estate gifts which have already topped $5,000,000.

In the coming weeks and months you will be seeing a lot more of your 
Community Foundation – in the newspaper, on your computer, at the 
Farmer’s Market, at the County Fair, at gatherings where we will be seeking 
your input on community needs and services.  You will find us providing 
assistance to major community projects like Islands Museum of Art and the 
Animal Protection Society, raising ongoing financial support for Peace Island 
Medical Center… and we’re always available to meet with you personally 

(640 Mullis St. #104) or by phone (378-
1001) or by email (info@sjicf.org).  You 
can also find us on line at our website 
(sjicf.org).

Our goal is to make your Community 
Foundation a place where dreams 
matter, where we help create solutions, 
where supporters are matched with 
community needs and causes that 
matter – where the door is open to all.  
Please come see us.

Susan Matthews, Executive Director



FIVE YEAR FINANCIAL GROWTH
For four years the financials of the Foundation have been 
skewed upward by its commitment to raise $10M for the 
construction of Peace Island Medical Center.  In 2013 the 
Foundation completed that commitment, but remains as the 
fundraising vehicle for ongoing needs at the medical center.  
In addition, we anticipate that future large projects will 
continue to impact our financial numbers in a positive way. 

DIRECTORS AND STAFF 2013 - 2014

Charles Anderson, Chair
Lauren Levinson, Vice Chair, Barbara Cable, Secretary, Barbara Von Gehr, Treasurer

Jim Barnhart, Scott Boden, Tom Cable, Maude Cumming, 
Peg Gerlock, Pamela Gross, Rebecca Pohlad

Susan Matthews, Executive Director, 
Jeanne Peihl, Project Coordinator, Carrie Unpingco, Operations Manager 
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to projects that improve and enhance our island 
community.  The largest grant was to PeaceHealth 
to complete the Foundation’s $10 million pledge 
to help build Peace Island Medical Center.  Every 
organization that receives a grant is carefully 
vetted by the Foundation, and every organization 
that receives a grant is deeply appreciative of your 
support.

ARTS
Island Stage Left

Islands Museum of Art
San Juan Community Theatre

BASIC NEEDS 
Friday Harbor Food Bank

San Juan Community Home Trust
SJI Family Resource Center
Seattle Goodwill Industries

United Way

COMMUNITY 
Animal Protection Societs

FANS
Farm Sanctuary
KCTS & KUOW

SJI Agricultural Guild
Senior Services Council of San Juan 

County
Wikimedia Foundation



EDUCATION 
Family Umbrella Group

Friday Harbor Elementary School PTA
Friday Harbor Middle School PTA

Head Start
Lighthouse Preschool

Madrona Institute
San Juan Island Library

San Juan Island School District
San Juan Public Schools Foundation

Spring Street International School
St. David’s Day School

UW Friday Harbor Laboratories

ENVIRONMENT 
Friends of the San Juans

San Juan Preservation Trust
Slow Food USA

The Whale Museum
Washington State Parks Foundation
Wolf Hollow Wildlilfe Rehabilitation

HEALTHCARE 
Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault Services  

Fish for Teeth
Hospice of San Juan

PeaceHealth

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Traditional 4 year college 

Community college
Graduate School

Career training



Thank you to our 2013 donors, who understand that

Every Dream Matters...Every Gift Counts
Alice Acheson    Jill Acheson   Ginger Ackerley   David & Phyllis Adelman   Gertrude 
Ahbel-Dallas   Joan Albee   Judith Alhadeff   Timothy & Susan Allen   Vonnie Allen   
Gayle Ameche   Carol Anderson   Charles Anderson & Pamela Gross   David & Mary 
Anderson   John & Janice Anderson   Lisa Anderson   Anonymous   Jennifer Armstrong   
David & Nancy Auth   Amanda Azous   Kathy Babbitt   Georgia Baciu   Patrick & JoAnn 
Ballenger   Chuck & Linda Barbo   Anita Barreca   William & Rebecca Bates   Mike Bathum   
Joanruth Baumann   Lenore L. Bayuk   Court & Ann Bell   Karen & Richard Bemis   Bob 
Bender   Tori Benz-Hillstrom   Kristy Bickford   Marcia McGee Bieber Trust   Sue Blaker   
Charles Bodenstab   Jean Bodenstab   Shelley Bogaert   Meredith Bogguess   Merilyn 
Bourland   Marian Bowman   Patsi Brletich   Mary Brooke   Michael & Susanne Buettell   
Susanne Buettell   Dennis & Madelyn Busse   Leslie Byron  Tom & Barbara Cable   Sally 
Cahill Brookbank   Nancy Lea Callaghan   Jane & Thomas Campbell   Carol  D.W. Capps   
C. Caren   Victoria Compton   Robert Conta   Elizabeth Cooper   Mary Susan Corra   Mary 
Ellen Courtney   Shelle Cropper   Sarah Crosby   Maude Cumming   Jan & Hector Cyre   
Vince & Vicky Dauciunas   Bonnie Davis   Bart & Marcia Dawson   Teddy & Alice Deane   
Nancy DeVaux   C. Edward & Marita Dillery   Doran Family 2007 Charitable Trust   Craig 
& Jill Dorsey   Patti Douglas   Daniel & Eileen Drath   Chance & Frank Earle   J. Michael 
Edwards   Rustam Effendi   William Egan   Susan Ekstrom   Jaime Ellsworth   A. Herbert 
& Billee Ershig   Etta’s Place Suites   Frank & Barbara Fagan   Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund   
Gregory & Marilynn Findley   Elizabeth Forlenza   Cheryl Gardiner   Peggy Gerlock & Phil 
Johnson    Farhad Ghatan   Cynthia Gislason   James L. Glover   Dilys Goodman   Ron 
Hanson & Gayle Graham   Julie Gralow   Donald & Georgann Greene   Jean P. Griffin   
Z. Wayne Griffin   Leonie Griswold   Marcia Hahn   Erica & Nason Hamlin   Francie Lynne 
Hansen   Thor Hanson & Elizabeth Habegger    Rochelle Harrington   Melvin & Florence 
Harrison   Carolyn Haugen   Beth Helstien   Cheryl Herndon   Judy Holm   Jens & Adrianna 
Houby   Cheryl Howard   Kim B. Howard   Cynthia Hubbard   Patrick Hughes   George 
& Peggy Hunt   Alice Hurd   Wende Hutton   Islanders Insurance   Carol Jackson   Judy 
Jackson   Robin Forrest Jacobson   Ann & Don Jarrell   Margaret Johnson   Phyllis 
Johnson   Todd Kaden   Jill  Karr   Sidney & Linda Kastner   Leslie Kayler   Elaine M. 
Keefe   Edward & Clare Kelm   Elaine Kendall   Keyes Foundation   Mary & Bruce Kingland   
Marilee Kirschner   Komen Trust   Bev Krasovec   Karen Kratter   Linda Kuller   Margaret 
Langlie   Nancy Larsen   Wayne Laufer   Loretta Ann Leeming   Lauren & Bob Levinson   
Margaret Lewis   Nancy K. Lind   Leon & Sharon Lipson   Lorraine Littlewood   Peggy 
Long   Kyle & Kathryn Loring   Michael & Lisa Losh   Shirley Lothrop   Ravae Luckhart   
Stan & Sylvia Lyman   Walter & Ruth MacGinitie   Paul & Tara MacMahon   Donna 
Martin   Stan & Susan Matthews   Virginia McDonald   Deborah L. McEdward   Rob 
Roy McGregor   Carol Merrifield   Microsoft Matching Gifts Program   Gerald & Nancy 
Miller   Judith Moorad   Pamela Morais   Dr. M. Patricia Morse   Moss Foundation   
Kathleen Moss   David & Leah Moulton   Mulligan Rev Intervivos Trust   George & 
Pauline Mulligan   Jan Murphy   WIlliam & Sally Neukom   Lesley Nilsson   Darleen 
Nixon   Fiona Norris   Stephanie O’Day   Ruth Offen   Diane Olshefsky   Olympic 
Lights   P P Holdings   LLC   Gary Park   Helene Paul   Peace Island Volunteers   
Jeanne Peihl   Janice Peterson   Kathy Petrait   Judith Pierrot   T. G. Pigott   Esther 
Plocher   Rebecca Pohlad   Don Pollard   Sharon Powell   Barbara Prescott   Mark & 
Jane Quehrn   Robert & Ruthe Ramirez   Kappy Rautenberg   Barbara Ray   Emily 
Reed   Thomas Reynolds & Mariluz Villa   Jack Rice   Kim Rice   Lynette Richards   
Gail Roger   Gayle Rollins   Alan & Lynn Weber Roochvarg   Stuart & Martha Salot   
Claudia Salquist   San Juan Pilots Association   Howard Schoenberger & Helen 
Sawyer   Katherine Sawyer   Sue Schindele   Schwab Charitable Fund   Virginia 
Schwedler   Michael & Judy Sear   Sally Shannon   Barbara W. Sharp   Mary 
Sliger   Carol Ann Smith   Norman J. & Kathy Smith   Barbara Snider   Joyce 
Sobel   Robert Stavers & Judith Chovan    Gary & Susan Sterner   Jane Stoddard   
Loretta Stokes   Megumi Strathmann   Susan Stricker   Deanna Spooner 
Sundstrom   William & Joy Surbey   Yvonne Swanberg   George E. Swindells   
Susan Hawes Swindells   The Seattle Foundation   Joyce Thompson   Sally 
Todd   Laura L. Tuttle   Joyce Underdown   Marta Vaughan   George & Barbara 
Von Gehr   Joan Von Weien   Robert & Lydia Warren   Carol Waxman   Joan 
P. White   Patricia Wickham   Pamela Williams   Karen Woldtvedt   Woodland 
Creek Logging Profit Sharing   Carla Wright   Richard & Janet Wright   Jack 
Yelverton   Eugenia Zakula

We apologize for any omissions or errors.  Please call the Foundation at 360 
378 1001 with corrections.

Photos:  B Cable, T Dustrude, D Fincher, P Gerlock, T Morse, B Ray, D Willows
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A society grows great 
when old men plant trees 
whose shade they know 
they will never sit in.

--Greek Proverb

Become a member of the Foundation’s

LEGACY SOCIETY 

If you have included the Community 
Foundation in your will, please let us 
know so that we may welcome you to the 
Legacy Society.   If not, please consider 
making the Foundation a part of your 
estate planning.  By leaving a legacy to 
be managed by the Foundation you will 
be assured that you are benefiting those 
community services and projects that you 
value the most.  

Please call the Foundation at 
360 378 1001 to join the Legacy Society 
or to take advantage of our estate and 
legacy planning services.  There is no 
obligation for current or future gifts to the 
Foundation.

L E G A C Y
S O C I E T Y
o f  S A N  J U A N  I S L A N D



ISLANDS MUSEUM OF ART
The intriguing building taking shape 

on Spring Street will be a world class 
art museum, bringing  exhibits to our 
island that are worthy of the finest 

urban museums.  Art workshops and 
student shows will be offered.  Your 

Community Foundation has partnered 
with IMA to help raise the funds 
needed to complete the project.

SPECIAL ANIMALS
The Animal Protection Society has 

purchased land and has architectural 
drawings ready for the construction of 

a new animal shelter.  Unwanted and 
stray animals will be lovingly cared 

for at this facility.  Your Community 
Foundation has partnered with APS to 

raise the money needed to complete 
the project.

SCHOLARSHIPS
 In 2009 the Foundation received a 

generous endowment for scholarships 
for students attending traditional 
4 year colleges.  But the need for 

support for community college 
education, career training, and 

graduate school is huge.   Your 
Community Foundation has set a goal 

of raising $30, 000 per year  to fund 
these students.
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Every Dream Matters...Every Gift Counts


